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POST-MORTEM APPEARANCES OF THE BRAIN
OF INFLUENZA PATIENTS.

To the Editors of THE LAN C E T.
SIRS,&mdash;Dr. Goodall’s account of the post-mortem appear-

ances which he has found in fatal cases of inilaecza at the
West Riding Asylum forms indeed a singular contrast to
the results which I had mentioned in a previous letter as
obtained by Helweg of A%rhus. I think it will be interest-
ing to your readers, in connexion with this, to be informed
of the results of twelve necropsies of gripped patients made
hy Maillart1 in the CantoDal Hospital of Geneva. In the
first case there was great hyper&aelig;mia in the right hemisphere
of the cerebellum, with haemorrhagic spots, and complete
softening of the medullary matter. In the second case
there was found copious haemorrhage at the base of
the brain, proceeding from an aneurysm of the basilar
artery, there being liquid blood in the right lateral
ventricle, and granular ependymitis. In the third case
the dura mater was completely adherent to the 6kull,
and the pia mater thickened and strongly congested.
In the fourth case there was acute non-suppurating lepto.
meningitis; the pia mater showed strong &oelig;dematous infiltra-
tion at the convexity as well as at the base, the vessels being
very turgescent. In the next three casep, where the patients,
being previously consumptive, had died of rapid progress of
the tuberculosis subsequent to the attack of grip, the con-
dition of the brain is not mentioned. In the eighth case
there was hoemorrhagic pachymeningitis, chiefly in the
middle foss&aelig;. In the ninth case there was general sub-
arachnoid cedema. In the tenth case, which was that of
a tubercular and alcoholised person, there was strong sub-
arachnoid oedema. The left Sylvian artery was surrounded by
a loose non-transparent tissue, and showed numerous miliary
tubercles in its tract. On the right side the same lesions were
found, although not so pronounced. There were a few miliary
tubercles on the bloodvessels of the anterior surface of the
pons and internal hydrocephalua. In the eleventh case

slight subarachnoid oedema and lepto-meningitis with
hypersemia were discovered. Finally, in the twelfth case,
the pia mater was found covered with a thick layer of
greenish, thick, and ropy pus on its whole surface, at the
base as well as at the convexity, and the membrane was
strongly &oelig;dematous. The lateral ventricles were likewise
found to be filled with the same kind of pus. Everyone
must admit that such a series of records is very significant,
and cannot be simply due to coincidence, more especially
when it is remembered that the cases were not of
inmates of an asylum, but of persons indiscriminately
admitted for severe forms of grip into a general hospital.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
JULIUS ALTHAUS, M.D.

RETRO-PHARYNGEAL ABSCESS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;I have read Mr. Pollard’s paper in THE LANCET
of Feb. 6th on Retro-pharyngeal Abscess with great interest.
About ten weeks ago an infant aged four months was
brought to me suffering from one. The history given was
the following: The child had always been ailing, and from
birth had difficulty in breathing, especially when asleep.
On examination the fauces were congested, the tongue was
furred, and the child presented all the symptoms of croup,
for which I at first treated it. As the dyspn&oelig;a continued
to increase I examined the pharynx, and found an elastic
swelling behind the right tonsil, and extending laterally
beyond the middle line and below, reaching to the upper part
of the larynx. I opened the swelling through the posterior
wall of the pharynx, inverted the child, and washed out
the mouth. There was instantaneous telief. Three days
after this I was hurriedly summoned to the child, as it was
said to be dying. I found that the abscess cavity had re-
filled, and the dyspuoea was intense. A free opening was
made into the swelling, and about a tablespoonful of fetid
pus was expelled. The mouth was washed out twice daily,
the child being inverted. There has been no return of the
abscess, and the child is now in good health. I am of

1 &Eacute;tude Clinique sur la Grippe pand&eacute;mique d’apr&egrave;s les Observations
recueillies &agrave; l’H&ocirc;pital Cantonal de G&eacute;n&egrave;ve pendant l’Epid&eacute;mie de 1889 90.
G&eacute;n&egrave;ve, 1891.

opinion that retro-pharyngeal abscess in infants is fome.
times of syphilitic origin, and is not such a rare affection as
Mr. Pollard imagines. Probably cases occur which aie

mistaken for croup, and treated as such, the error never
being rectified.-I am. Sirs. vours faithfullv.

DANIEL MOWAT.

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Hospital for Diseases of the Chest.
’ 

THE annual meeting of the Northern Counties Hospital
for Consumption and Diseases of the Chest at Newcastle
has been held. The Mayor presided. The total number of
patients treated has been 1084. The financial statement was
satisfactory, showing a balance in the hands of the treasurer,
Reference is made in the report to Koch’s treatment for
consumption, which was carried out last year at the
hospital. In says that a special nurse was engaged, and
careful notes were made of the course of the disease in those
patients who were subjected to this treatment, who had been
selected with a view of giving it the best possible chance of
success. In this the medical staff had the cooperation of
Dr. George Murray, through whom the supply of tuberculin
had been received, and who brought it directly from Koch
at Berlin, so that there could be no doubt as to its
genuineness. The result of these and other experiments ?
that the opinion formed by the medical staff is unfavour.
able to its use in its present form, and that, while not
denying that it may be of some service in a few cases, they
consider that ib was not of much practical value in the
cases which came under treatment at the hospital.

Gateshead Dispensary and Children’s Hospital.
The report of the Gatehead Dispensary, presented at the

meeting held last week under the presidency of the Mayor,
is a record of an enormous amount of work, as will be seen
from the following figures : Patients treated by letter, 3537;
casuals, including 249 accidents and 425 dental cases,
11,281. Thanks were accorded to the Hospital Sunday
Fund and the Gateshead Dispensary ball committee, and the
honorary medical staff and other officers were congratulated
on the successful working of the charity. The Children’s
Hospital at Gateshead has also held its annual meeting.
There had been a slight increase of patients, 82 in-patients
as against 74 in the previous year; whilst 765 out-patients
had been attended to. The financial statement was very
satisfactory, the year closing with f:153 in the hands of the
treasurer on current account. Mr. William Rowland had
given f:300s and the late Dr. Benjamin Barkus, formerly of
Gateshead, late of Newcastle, had bequeathed &pound;300 to the
hospital.

Ambulance Work in the North.
At Seaham Harbour Surgeon-Major Gibbon has com-

menced a course of ambulance lectures, with lantern
illustrations bv his son, Surgeon Fred. W. Gibbon, of the
Tyne Dock Volunteer Engineers. There was a large
attendance ab this lecture, including most of the police
force of the district. At Wooley also a public meeting, in
connexion with the ambulance class has been held, and
Surgeon-Major Hutton delivered a lecture. At this meeting
a presentation was made to Dr. Dey (who had successfully
instructed the class during the winter) of a handsome
marble timepiece, with appropriate inscription, from the
class. Mr. G. P. Hughes, High Sheriff of Northumberland,
made the presentation.
Epidemic oj Diphtheria in the Houghton-le-Spring District.
There has been a serious epidemic of diphtheria at New.

bottle, in the Houghton-le-Spring rural sanitary district,
and it has been under consideration to destroy all the books
at the schools, which have been closed. Such destruction
of books would mean a loss of about &pound;100. Another sugges.
tion is to disinfect them, and a new machine has come down
from London which, although it weighs about one ton
and a half, can be moved about from school to school to
disinfect the books.

Nortli-Eastern Convalescent Home.
The second meeting of the North-Eastern Convalescent

Home has been held. This institution is for the benefib of
the working classes of the friendly societies of the north.


